
Religion and ConflictReligion and Conflict



IntroductionIntroduction

•• NeurotheologyNeurotheology
•• What is religionWhat is religion
•• Religion, politics and cultural identityReligion, politics and cultural identity
•• Lawyers, peacemaking and religionLawyers, peacemaking and religion



NeurotheologyNeurotheology

•• Neurological study of religious experienceNeurological study of religious experience
•• Two aspectsTwo aspects
–– The causal imperativeThe causal imperative
–– Altered states of consciousnessAltered states of consciousness

•• Religious experience is the interplay of the Religious experience is the interplay of the 
causal and holistic operatorcausal and holistic operator
–– Causal Causal operatoroperator mmythsyths-- concept of deityconcept of deity
–– Holistic Holistic operatoroperator selfself--transcendencetranscendence



MythsMyths

•• Formed from basic analytical relationshipsFormed from basic analytical relationships
–– Dyads such as goodDyads such as good--evil, heavenevil, heaven--hell, lifehell, life--death, death, 

salvationsalvation--damnationdamnation
•• Two elementsTwo elements
–– Mythical problemMythical problem
–– Mythical solutionMythical solution

•• From myths come explanations of ultimate From myths come explanations of ultimate 
realityreality



Myth and ConflictMyth and Conflict

•• If people see reality through differing If people see reality through differing 
myths, their interpretations of experience myths, their interpretations of experience 
will be differentwill be different

•• These differences provide a fertile soil for These differences provide a fertile soil for 
misunderstanding and conflict escalationmisunderstanding and conflict escalation

•• Accepting the myths of beliefs of others is Accepting the myths of beliefs of others is 
an essential step in peacemakingan essential step in peacemaking



Mystical StatesMystical States

•• Interaction of arousal and quiescent systemsInteraction of arousal and quiescent systems
•• Under Under hyperstimulationhyperstimulation of one system, the of one system, the 

other system is also stimulatedother system is also stimulated
•• HyperarousalHyperarousal sensesense of flowof flow
•• HyperquiescenceHyperquiescence oceanicoceanic tranquilitytranquility
•• Hyperarousal+hyperquiescenceHyperarousal+hyperquiescence==
–– Experience of Absolute Unitary BeingExperience of Absolute Unitary Being



Mystical StatesMystical States

•• Baseline realityBaseline reality
•• AesthesticAesthestic experienceexperience
•• Intense romantic experienceIntense romantic experience
•• Visions of divinityVisions of divinity
•• Cosmic consciousnessCosmic consciousness
•• Progressive trance statesProgressive trance states
•• Absolute Unitary BeingAbsolute Unitary Being



Achieving Mystical StatesAchieving Mystical States

•• TopTop--downdown
–– MeditationMeditation
–– Very slow ritualVery slow ritual
–– ChantingChanting

•• BottomBottom--upup
–– Ritual, such as liturgyRitual, such as liturgy
–– Group eventsGroup events
–– Intense physical activity (Sufi dancers)Intense physical activity (Sufi dancers)



Mystical States and ConflictMystical States and Conflict

•• Many reported anecdotal experiencesMany reported anecdotal experiences
•• Interpretation of experience varies greatlyInterpretation of experience varies greatly
•• Conflict arises from differing Conflict arises from differing 

interpretations of neurotheological interpretations of neurotheological 
experienceexperience



What is Religion?What is Religion?

•• Beliefs, symbols, and rituals used to Beliefs, symbols, and rituals used to 
describe religious experiencedescribe religious experience

•• Rules of lifeRules of life
•• Explanations for the meaning of lifeExplanations for the meaning of life
•• Creation of ultimate valuesCreation of ultimate values
–– Ultimate values validate lifeUltimate values validate life
–– Give meaning to all elseGive meaning to all else
–– Answers question, “Why am I here?”Answers question, “Why am I here?”



Ultimate ValuesUltimate Values

•• CosmologyCosmology CreationCreation storiesstories
•• SalvationSalvation TranscendenceTranscendence to a better lifeto a better life



Religion and CosmologyReligion and Cosmology

•• The Binary View: Good Versus EvilThe Binary View: Good Versus Evil
•• The Abstractive View: Evil as the The Abstractive View: Evil as the 

Corruption of GoodCorruption of Good
•• The Holistic View:  The Unitary UniverseThe Holistic View:  The Unitary Universe



Cosmology and ConflictCosmology and Conflict

•• Creation stories create different experiences Creation stories create different experiences 
of realityof reality

•• Differences are fundamentally based on Differences are fundamentally based on 
which cognitive operator dominates in the which cognitive operator dominates in the 
creation storycreation story

•• Understanding these factors makes many Understanding these factors makes many 
conflicts understandableconflicts understandable



SalvationSalvation

•• Judaism and SalvationJudaism and Salvation
•• Christian SalvationChristian Salvation
•• Islamic Concepts of SalvationIslamic Concepts of Salvation
•• Hindu Concepts of SalvationHindu Concepts of Salvation



Religion, Politics, and Cultural Religion, Politics, and Cultural 
IdentityIdentity
•• JudaismJudaism lifelife based on the lawbased on the law
•• Early Early ChristianityChristianity peacepeace to the point of to the point of 

martyrdommartyrdom
•• ChurchChurch--type type ChristianityChristianity militarymilitary power, power, 

politics, legal authoritypolitics, legal authority
–– Just War TheoryJust War Theory

•• IslamIslam sociosocio--politicopolitico--economic order based economic order based 
on on QuQu’’ranicranic teachingsteachings



Religious ConflictsReligious Conflicts

•• Current conflicts parallel scriptural strugglesCurrent conflicts parallel scriptural struggles
•• Scriptural quotes describe current conflictScriptural quotes describe current conflict
•• Resentment of other faiths creates feelings of Resentment of other faiths creates feelings of 

persecutionpersecution
•• Singular focus of monotheistic faiths makes coSingular focus of monotheistic faiths makes co--

existence difficultexistence difficult
•• Aggression against religious “others” is justified Aggression against religious “others” is justified 

by initial phase of religion that included by initial phase of religion that included 
contention with other beliefscontention with other beliefs



Religious ConflictsReligious Conflicts——SimilaritiesSimilarities

•• ExileExile--HolocaustHolocaust
•• PersecutionPersecution--Cross BearingCross Bearing
•• Lesser JihadLesser Jihad--Greater JihadGreater Jihad
•• Each faith experiences conflict as repetition Each faith experiences conflict as repetition 

of previous historical and mythical struggleof previous historical and mythical struggle



Law, Peacemaking, and ReligionLaw, Peacemaking, and Religion

•• Separation of church and stateSeparation of church and state
––What is a religion?What is a religion?
–– Is the religion legitimate enough to be Is the religion legitimate enough to be 

protected?protected?

•• No attention to underlying conflicts of faithNo attention to underlying conflicts of faith
•• Legal remedies inadequate for religious Legal remedies inadequate for religious 

conflictsconflicts



Religion as a Resource in Religion as a Resource in 
PeacemakingPeacemaking

•• Each faith embraces the Golden RuleEach faith embraces the Golden Rule
•• Each faith professes peaceEach faith professes peace
•• Each faith places relationship at the top of Each faith places relationship at the top of 

religious achievementreligious achievement



The EndThe End


